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Today’s Key Themes

• Medicaid Unwind – success in helping people 

regain coverage

 

• Open Enrollment – highest plan selections ever

• Qualified Health Plan Expansion– successful 

early implementation

• Key Priorities for the 2024 Legislative Session



Medicaid Unwind – Keeping People Covered

• Annual eligibility checks for Apple Health resumed in 
April 2023.  

• Nearly 200,000 customers who lost Apple Health 
coverage have regained coverage through Washington 
Healthplanfinder. 

•  Keys to successful coverage transitions:

• Integrated platform for Apple Health and QHP 
keeps people in coverage 

• State and federal premium subsidies help 
customers transition from Apple Health to QHPs

• Data driven outreach generates significant 
increases in call center and website activity.
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2024 Open Enrollment: Highest Plan Selections Ever



Cascade Care Defined  

Standard plans (marketed as Cascade Care plans) have the 

same benefits and cost-sharing structure regardless of the 

insurance company, making it easier for customers to make 

apples-to-apples comparisons. Standard plans also lower 

customer costs, so they pay less at the doctor’s office. 

Public option plans (marketed as Cascade Select plans) are 

standard plans selected by the Health Care Authority and 

intended to be the most affordable QHPs for Washington 

Healthplanfinder customers. Public option plans must meet 

higher quality standards and state defined reimbursement 

rates for providers, including hospitals and doctors.

State subsidies (marketed as Cascade Care Savings) lower 

customer premiums through state-funded premium 

assistance. Low-income customers can get Cascade Care 

Silver or Gold plans for less. 
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Standard Plan Selections Growing Steadily

Non-Standard Standard - Public Option Standard
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Qualified Health Plan Expansion - Defined

At the direction of the Legislature, Washington 
applied and received approval for a Section 
1332 State Innovation Waiver (1332 Waiver). 

Under the 1332 waiver, starting Nov. 1, 2023, 
all Washington residents, regardless of 
immigration status, can access qualified health 
and dental plans through Washington 
Healthplanfinder for plan year 2024.

Those accessing coverage under the waiver 
cannot get federal subsidies but can get 
state premium subsidies.
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Call us at

1-855-923-4633

1-855-WAFINDER

Still Time to Enroll in 2024 Coverage
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Priorities for the 2024 Supplemental Session 
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Drive Affordability: Interim Reports to Legislature

HBE Submitted three legislative reports Dec. 1, 2023

• Offering Only Standard Plans on the Exchange (Dec. 1, 2023)

• Public Option: Impact on Hospitals (Dec. 1, 2023)

• Federal Funding Options for Exchange Affordability (Dec. 1, 2023)

Next immediate step – further standardize the market (bill required) 

https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/legislation/12.01.2023%20Washington%20Health%20Benefit%20Exchange%20Standard%20Plan%20report.pdf
https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/legislation/12.01.2023%20Washington%20Health%20Benefit%20Exchange%20Final%20Hospital%20Financial%20Sustainability.pdf
https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/legislation/12.01.2023%20Washington%20Health%20Benefit%20Exchange%20Pass-Through%20report.pdf


Partnership with 
State Agencies Integrated Eligibility and Enrollment

Health Care Cost Transparency Board



WWW.WAHEALTHPLANFINDER.ORG | WWW.WAHBEXCHANGE.ORG 

Ingrid Ulrey
CEO

Ingrid.Ulrey@wahbexchange.org
206-330-6531

Joan Altman
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For More Information: 
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