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Today’s Discussion 
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To advance customer affordability and 
access, underlying costs of care must 
be addressed. 

Activities of Focus Today
• Health Care Cost Transparency – New Data 
• State Affordability Priorities – Exchange Intersections 



1. Cascade Care – a primary affordability initiative

2. Partner on price transparency and value

3. Maintain & maximize state and federal subsidies

4. Leverage Exchange authority

Exchange Affordability Action Plan



Hospital Price Transparency Reports Released

• Washington Health Alliance report finds 
that average Washington hospital prices 
are 288% of what Medicare pays.* 

• Poses the question: Are we paying too 
much? 

• 2022 median commercial break-even 
reimbursement for hospitals: 129% of 
Medicare**

• RAND hospital price report released this 
week. 

• Exchange-specific report expected within a 
month 

4*Source: Washington Health Alliance “Statewide Hospital Price Level Variation.”
**Source: NASHP Hospital Cost Tool; 2022. https://tool.nashp.org  

*

https://wacommunitycheckup.org/highlights/2024-statewide-hospital-price-level-variation/
https://tool.nashp.org/


State Affordability Priorities in 2024
2023 reports provided affordability landscape
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Exchange reports summary

https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/legislation/12.01.2023%20Exchange%20Legislative%20Reports_Summary%20Handout.pdf


OIC Affordability Report Priorities 

• Phase 2 of OIC affordability report will 
model a subset of the policy options 
outlined in phase 1 of the report. 

• Final report due August 1, 2024
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https://www.insurance.wa.gov/media/11848 

https://www.insurance.wa.gov/media/11848


State Cost Board Priorities 

Health Care Cost Transparency Board prioritized policies for 2024 analysis
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State Affordability Priorities in 2024
Common priorities explore controlling high prices & anticompetitive practices
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Discussion 
Positioning Exchange 
affordability priorities for 
2025 and beyond
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