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Today’s Topics
• Overview of 2024 Session & Exchange Priorities
• HB 2361 – Bill to advance standardization in Exchange market
• Additional bill & budget updates



2024 Session Snapshot
• Short session; supplemental budget year
• Standard plan bill (HB 2361)
• Monitoring proactive and reactive budget/proviso requests 
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Bill Introduced to Standardize the Exchange Market 
(HB 2361)
• Fact sheet available here. 

• Legislative bill information available here. 

• Original bill designed to implement recommendations from 2023 report to the Legislature:
• Only standard plans at the Silver metal level in 2026.
• Only standard plans on the Exchange starting 2027.
• Exchange design additional standard plans (‘low’ Gold; catastrophic, HDHP) starting in 2027.

• In 2024, there are 82 different plans offered by a dozen different insurance carriers.
• At least 3 levels of coverage (Bronze, Silver, Gold) in all counties
• All counties have at least 12 plans to choose from

• Up to high of 62 in Pierce
• 14 counties have 35 or more plan choices to choose from

https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/reports-data/leg-reports/1.17.2024%20Washington%20Health%20Benefit%20Exchange%20HB%202361-SB%206258%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2361&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/legislation/12.01.2023%20Washington%20Health%20Benefit%20Exchange%20Standard%20Plan%20report.pdf


Choice Overload By County



Exchange Market Movement to Standard Plans
More than 70% of Exchange customers are in standard plans

8

3%

12%
20%

15%
30%

52% 52%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Non-Standard Standard - Public Option Standard





Amendments to HB 2361
• Status quo: two non-standard at Bronze; one at Silver; two at Gold (2-1-2)

• Original bill: phased in fully standardized market by 2027

• Amended on House floor & passed 58-39
• Only standard plans at the Silver metal level in 2026.
• Starting in 2026, one non-standard plan at Bronze level and at Gold level (1-0-1).
• Exchange submits study by Dec. 1, 2028 on full market standardization. 



Maintaining Choice
• Expected impacts:*

• Total Exchange plan volume reduced from 
82 to 64. 

• All counties would continue to have a 
choice of at least 10 plans. 

• The largest reduction in counties with 
the most plans. 

• The smallest counties with the fewest 
plans see smallest reductions. 

• Majority of Exchange customers compare fewer 
than five plans when shopping. 

• Meaningful choice that mitigates choice error 
relies on simpler market and assister support. 

* Based on 2024 offerings

Chart and analysis in appendix



Next Steps

HB 2361 – Standardize Exchange Market
• Senate Health & Long Term Care hearing
• Must pass Senate by March 1, 2024  (Opposite House Floor Cutoff)

Exchange Budget Requests
• Legislative budgets

Additional Bills of Interest



Additional Bills of Interest

Proposal Goal 2024 Status
HB 1508 Improve consumer affordability through the 

Health Care Cost Transparency Board
Passed House (94-3)

SB 5241 Prevent anticompetitive mergers and 
consolidations that can reduce access

Passed Senate (28-21)

HB 2066 Address affordability through fair health care 
provider contracting

Dead

SB 5986 End balance billing and establish a default out-
of-network rate for ground ambulance services

Passed Senate (48-0-1)

Drive Affordability: Address Underlying Health Costs

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1508&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5241&Initiative=false&Year=2023
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2066&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5986&Chamber=Senate&Year=2023


Appendix
Additional resources: Advancing standardization of 
the Exchange market



Standard Plan Resources
HB 2361 – Bill Fact Sheet Standard Plans Overview Customer Examples

https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/reports-data/leg-reports/1.17.2024%20Washington%20Health%20Benefit%20Exchange%20HB%202361-SB%206258%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.wahbexchange.org/about-the-exchange/reports-data/presentations-reports/




Analysis: 
Maintaining Choice

Expected impacts (based on 
2024 current offerings)



Analysis: Maintaining Choice (cont.)

ESHB 2361 (House Passed)

• Expected impacts (based on 2024 current offerings):
• Total Exchange plan volume would reduce from 82 to 64. 
• Counties will see a reduction of between 2 to 12 non-standard plans, with most counties seeing a 

reduction of 5 non-standard plans. 
• All counties would continue to have a choice of at least 10 plans, at three different coverage 

levels (Bronze, Silver, and Gold).
• The largest reduction will be in the counties with the most plans (e.g., Pierce goes from 62 to 49 

and King from 55 to 44). 
• The smallest counties with the least number of plans will see the smallest reductions (e.g., San 

Juan goes from 12 to 10 and Garfield goes from 18 to 13). 

• In a scenario where all non-standard plans are eliminated and additional standard plans are also 
designed (as envisioned by the original bill), a similar number of total plans would be expected (as 
reflected in the far-right column of the chart; based on 2024 offerings). 
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