
WA Pathways
Immigrant Coverage 

Updates
Joan Altman (she/her), Director of Coverage  Strategies & Expansion



Today’s Topics

Update: Federally driven 
changes

Focus: WA Pathways & WA 
Health Path updates

Looking Ahead
Federal public charge 
changes
State legislative session
Continued mitigation efforts
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Federally Driven Changes - Implementation 
update

https://www.wahbexchange.org/about-th

e-exchange/initiatives/daca/

Deferred Action Childhood Arrivals (DACA) (~300)
• Loss of federal subsidies effective Oct. 1, 2025. 
• DACA webpage: https://www.wahbexchange.org/about-the-

exchange/initiatives/daca/. 

Lawfully Present Immigrants under 100% FPL (~10k)
• Loss of federal subsidies effective Jan. 1, 2026.

Certain Lawfully Present Immigrants 100% FPL and higher (~15k)
• Loss of federal subsidies effective Jan. 1, 2027.
• Impacts lawfully present customers who are not Legal Permanent Residents (LPRs); 

COFA; or Cuban – Hatiain entrants. 
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https://www.wahbexchange.org/about-the-exchange/initiatives/daca/
https://www.wahbexchange.org/about-the-exchange/initiatives/daca/


Federal Impacts

New and significant affordability challenges for 
non-citizens, including already vulnerable 
populations (low-income, seniors)

Customer confusion and communication 
challenges (timing differences in effective dates 
for Medicaid, Medicare, Marketplace; WA 
specific differences; language access)

Potential tax liability  and enforcement risks  
(changes to eligibility could lead to ineligible 
members receiving federal subsidies and pay 
back risk upon reconciliation)
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Lawfully Present 
Immigrants 
<100% FPL

Loss of APTC takes effect Jan. 1, 2026
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Lawfully Present Immigrants <100% FPL (~10k)

Due to loss of federal subsidies, 
average net premium significantly 
increased.
Illustrative example below: percent 
of annual income spent on avg. net 
premiums for someone at100% FPL 
($15,650/yr) 
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Average monthly net premium 
increased from $27 (2025) to $525 
(2026)

86% of these customers are from King, 
Snohomish, Pierce, Clark and Spokane 
counties

58% partnered with assisters 

Additional details in provided materials 



Lawfully Present Immigrants <100% FPL (~10k)

Diverse population 
Language access needs
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47 different written languages 
requested

Top 5 (78% total requests): 

Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, Russian, 
Ukrainian

Additional: Punjabi; Arabic;  Farsi;  Amharic;  
French;  Korean;  Hindi;  Portuguese; Dari; 
Cambodian (Khmer); Turkish; Tagalog

Additional details in provided materials 



Washington 
Pathways

WA Health Path coverage begins Jan. 1, 2026
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Washington Pathways

Washington Pathways (WP) – new non-profit entity 
established by the Exchange. 

Fact sheets (English and Spanish) available at: https://www.wahbexchange.org/about-the 
exchange/initiatives/immigrant-health-expansion/ 
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Washington Pathways 

WP administers WA Health Path (WHP), a program that connects 
eligible customers to health and dental insurance, and available 
subsidies and sponsorship.  

WP contracting with Exchange for WHP eligibility support services. 
Washington Healthplanfinder screens applicants for federal and state 
programs, WA Health Path and available savings.
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Washington Pathways 

WP contracting with Navigator 
Lead Organizations for WHP 
enrollment support services.

WA Health Path-eligible customers 
cannot enroll through Washington 
Healthplanfinder. 

Directed from application to WA 
Pathways website  
(https://www.wapathways.org/) to 
get connected to a navigator who can 
help them enroll.
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https://www.wapathways.org/


WP website available in English 
and Spanish

My preferred language is...
English
Shqiptar - Albanian
አማርኛ - Amharic

-العربية Arabic
ျ မန္မာ - Burmese
简体中文 - Chinese (Simplified)
繁體中文 - Chinese (Traditional)

-درى Dari
Français - French
Kreyòl Ayisyen - Haitian-Creole
-עִברִית Hebrew

हिन्दी - Hindi
Bahasa Indonesia - Indonesian
日本語 - Japanese
ភាសាខ្មែរ - Cambodian (Khmer)

한국어 - Korean
Português - Portuguese
ਪੰਜਾਬੀ - Punjabi
Русский - Russian
Sāmoa - Samoan
Af Soomaali - Somali
Español - Spanish
Kiswahili - Swahili
ไทย - Thai
ትግርኛ - Tigrigna
Türkçe - Turkish
Yкраїнська - Ukrainian
Tiếng Việt - Vietnamese
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Website information also available in multiple languages

https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_English_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Albanian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Albanian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Albanian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Amharic_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Amharic_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Amharic_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Arabic_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Arabic_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Arabic_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Burmese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Burmese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Burmese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Chinese-Simplified_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Chinese-Simplified_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Chinese-Simplified_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Chinese-Traditional-120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Chinese-Traditional-120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Chinese-Traditional-120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Dari_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Dari_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Dari_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_French_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_French_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_French_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Haitian-Creole_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Haitian-Creole_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Haitian-Creole_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Haitian-Creole_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Haitian-Creole_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Haitian-Creole_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Hebrew_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Hebrew_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Hebrew_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Hindi_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Hindi_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Hindi_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Indonesian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Indonesian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Indonesian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Japanese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Japanese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Japanese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health%20Path-Language-Access_Cambodian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health%20Path-Language-Access_Cambodian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health%20Path-Language-Access_Cambodian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Korean_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Korean_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Korean_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Portuguese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Portuguese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Portuguese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Punjabi_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Punjabi_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Punjabi_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Russian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Russian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Russian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Samoan_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Samoan_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Samoan_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path_Language-Access_Somali.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path_Language-Access_Somali.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path_Language-Access_Somali.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path_Language-Access_Somali.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Spanish_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Spanish_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Spanish_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Swahili_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Swahili_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Swahili_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Thai_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Thai_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Thai_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Tigrigna_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Tigrigna_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Tigrigna_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Turkish_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Turkish_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Turkish_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Ukrainian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Ukrainian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Ukrainian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language%20Access_Ukrainian_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Vietnamese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Vietnamese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Vietnamese_120225.pdf
https://www.wapathways.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/ihc/wa-pathways/WA-Health-Path-Language-Access_Vietnamese_120225.pdf


Open 
Enrollment 
Preview
Data as of the first week of December for each year



WA Health Path

Initial observations and feedback
Customer experience 
Assister handoffs

Additional Committee member 
feedback?

Next steps
Improvements for mixed households
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Looking Ahead

Federal: 
Public charge changes
Implementation guidance
Ongoing monitoring

State: 
Legislative session

Exchange – CCS, Board authority
Immigrant related pre-filed bills (requiring visible identification by law 
enforcement; limit data sharing; worker protection) 

Immigration Subcabinet Policy Subcommittee 
Listening sessions
Cross-agency coordination efforts
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Questions? 
Joan Altman, Director of Coverage Strategies & Expansion

joan.altman@wahbexchange.org 
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mailto:joan.altman@wahbexchange.org


Appendix
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Federal Poverty Level (FPL) Amounts Used for PY 2026



www.waheathplanfinder.org     |     www.wahbexchange.org     |     1-855-923-4633
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